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Will Give Low I'rlces unit Kaay Terme
Holiday Stock,

No. 11 Jefferson Stri ct.
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Say
Our yellow kid says they

have all our Xma» money
"tied up" at the Commercial,
and he is about right. We
oiler special prices in remain¬
ing Holiday goods to get even.

H. 0. BARNES,
a He Pats üp Prescriptions.''

TO VISIT MR. HANNA.
Canton, O., Dec. 81..Saturday morn¬

ing Major and Mrs. McKinley will leave
Canton lor Cleveland. In that city they
will ho the guests of the National Chair¬
man and Mrs. Ilanna for about a week,
nt least that is the present arrangements.
The object <>f the visit, it Is understood,
is tn consult with Mr. Htinna upon ar¬
rangements for the inaugural ceremonies,
matters of future policy. Cnbinet and
monetary conlerenee. It is also believed
that Mr. and Mrs. Ilanna will leave after
tin- week is over for ThomasviHe, Ca., to
spend the remainder of the month.

K. Hi barker, specialist on line .and com¬
plicated watches.

The Farmers* Supply Company,market
Miliare, not only carry ft full line of
farmer-' supplies, but many thinns fur
our city friends.hay, chop, bran, corn,
o tt-..etc.. at the lowest prices.

ROA]

A TRIUMPH FOB
AMEBim SHIPBUILDERS,

Japan Gomes to This Country for
Two War Vessels.

THE CRAMPS, OF PHILADELPHIA,
AND THE UNION IRON WORKS,
OF SAX FRANCISCO, SECURE CON¬
TRACTS TO BUILD TWO CRUIS¬
ERS FOR THE JAPANESE GOV-
EKNMENT. THEY WERE SUC¬
CESSFUL OY ER ENG! AND,
FRANCE AND GERMANY.

Washington, Dec. 81..Minister [loshi,of Jiipnn, today signed contracts for
two now cruisers for the Jnpuucse tinvyto bo built in American shipyards, one bythe Cramp Shipbuilding Company, of
Philadelphia, and the othcr'hy the Union
Iron Work«, of San Francisco. It was
the conclusion of negotiations covering
many months and was gratifying alike to
the minister ami the companies, who
were represented l>y their respective
heads, Charles H. Cramp and Irvine T.
Scott.
The nwlird to American httildors was

hnscd not only on the merits of Ameri¬
can ships, American armor, ami Amer¬
ican materials, l>nt was a distinct recog¬
nition on tin: part of Japan of tin- kindly
offices of the United States during the
recent Japan-China war and of the cor¬
dial feeling between this country and the
growing young empire of the Rast.
The contracts were signed at the Japan-

esc legation, where was present, for the
occasion the minister and his official
staff, a delegation of Japanese naval ex¬

perts, consisting of Commander K. Nur-;
ita, Constructor S. Sakura, and Con¬
structor Taktikura, and Messrs. Cramp
aud^Scott. The naval experts have been
in this country some months visiting
American yards and critically inspecting
the warships which have losen bullt for
the American navy. At the same time
other experts were inspecting the yards
in Knglatul, France and Germany, and
a keen competition arose as to which!
country would he first to secure a con¬
tract. Thai made to-day proves to he
the flrsl and in this respect is somewhat
of a personal triumph for the Japanese
minister at Washington and his naval
associates, [who have doue their utmost
to press upon the Japanese government
the«iua!ity,of the American shipbuilding.
The contract, calls for the completion

and delivery of the ships by December
31, l^'.is. They are to he of 4,700 tons
each and o' the following dimensions:
Length, :!7I feet 'i inches: extreme
breadth, 48 feet!) inches: depth. :i<» feet 0
inches: draft, mean, 1V feet !> inches.
They an- to be of the type generally
known as protected cruisers of the second
class ami will '.be somewhat similar to
the United States cruiser Columbia. The
hull will be of steel hut without, armor.
The dock will be protected with six
inches of steel.
The armament of each will be as fol¬

lows: Two 8 inch guns, one it I forecastle
and one at poop: twelve 12 centimeter
guns, six on each side, as broadside;
twelve 12-pounders, also arranged for
broadside, six on each side: six 2 1-2-
pounders: Ovo torpedo'tubes. The cost,
of the vessels will be about $3,000,000.

CUBAN AUTONOMY.
The Spanish Council at Madrid lias De¬

cided Upon a I'rogmme.
Washington, Dec. 31..The form of au¬

tonomy which Spain is willing to grant
to Cuba was decided upon in Madrid To¬
day at a council of the ministry, presided
over by the queen regent. The decree still
lacks the official endorsement of the
cortes, but this, it Is believed.will he easy
obtainable when the conditions have
reached such a point when the authori¬
ties believe the reforniscan be introduced
in (alba. This Information readied the
Spanish legation to-night and Minister
de Lome was authorized "to make public
the concessions agreed upon.
Senor tie Lome said to-night:
"The objects of the reforms in fittm

.and Porto Rico is to transfer to the Coun¬
cil of administration of each Island pow¬
ers which hitherto have been exercised in
Madrid. The reforms us announced state
that, this council of administration is to
be composed in the ease of Porto Rico ol
six provincial assembly men of t he region
in wbicb the next biennial election shall
take place, ami six councilors appointed
by the supreme government.
"The council is to deliberate upon the

general estimates of expenditures ami
revenues of the. island; upon the general
aecouut.s; upon the removals or suspen¬sions of mayor or aldermen and upon the
petitions for legislative reform- that, em¬
anate from the provincial assembly.

"Thi! provincial assembly shall resolve,
in accordance with the la.vs and regula¬
tions, whatever it. may deem ".proper for
the management of the whole island.

"It shall be the duty of the governor-
general, as supreme chief <A the authori¬
ties of the island, to carry out the rsolu-
t ions of the council.
"Although the budget, for the island

must be finally voted upon by the Span¬
ish parliament,the Antilles sendja numer¬
ous and powerful representation to the
cortes, enjoying in this respect a great ad¬
vantage over tin English colonies.-'

LORD BERESFORD INJURED.
London, Dec. 81..Lord William Here¬

ford was seriously hurt, while; hunting
on Wednesday last. His horse rolled on
top of him and he was unconscious for
several hours. Lord William recentlymarried the widow of the late Duke of
Marlborougb. who is the daughter of
Commodore Price, United States navy.Tb»* deta Is of the accident to Lord Rercs-
ford show be was hunting with 'the staghounds at Dorking, Surrey, when his
horse fouled a fence of the. Oat wick race
course, turned a complete somersault
ami fell full on'hts rider.
Oysters in all styles by Norfolk cooks.

The l>est in town. Try them. J, j.
Catogni.

STOKE, VA., FillDAY, JANUARY 1, 1897.

s b VBifiuiinvvw».'£
I Will Close Our Great Reduction Sale. I

>oiWe have a lew very handsome pieces of Chiuawaro and Cut Class, which will bo sold at lees £3j thnn half their value. Your last chauee at such handsome goods for ihe price. jj
3 at.tr *

1 ~rsear THOMPSON-PRICE - CO. I
CARRIED Ä CARGO

FOR CUBAN PATRIOTS.
The Commodore Began Her Voyage

Yesterday.
CLEARANCE [PAPERS WERE IS¬
SUE!) UNDER PROTEST PROM
THE SPANISH CONSUL.IT IS

NOTHING RUT A FILIBUSTERING
TRI P.STEPHEN CRANE, THE
NOVELIST, SHIPS AS A SEAMAN.
THE ITIRKK FRIENDS IN THE

HANDS OF THE LAW.

Jacksonville, Dec. 81..The Htcnmer
Commodore cleared at tin; custom house
:it S o'clock this afternoon with a cargoof arms and nmoiunitlon consigned to
Salvador Gisnoro«\presidcnt of the Cniian
republic, at Cicnlucgos, Cuba. A crew
of twenty seamen were carried, despitethe fact that the Commodore is only of
liU tuns register. Most, of these wore Cu¬
bans. Among the number was StephenCrane, the novelist, who signed as a sea- |
man at §20 per mouth.
The cargo consists of tho following1,000 pounds of dynamite, two boxes of

electric apparatus, 200 rifles, 288,000 ,

cartridges, 1100 machetes, 14 boxes of
drugs tuulthree bundles of clothing.Clearance papers were issued notwith¬
standing that a formal protest was made
by Seuor Soils, Spanish consul for Flor¬
ida, which was made in writing to the
collector. The grounds were that the
rules and regulations of ports of entry to
Cuba prohibit the importation of muni¬
tions of war, except upon the written per¬mission of the governor general of the
island, .and also upon the ground that it
is the best Itelief of the. consul that, the !
arms were tc liU used by the insurgentsagainst tho kingdom of Spain, and also
the port to which they are consigned.
The Spanish consul .also refused to vise

the clearance papers, which is a necessaryrequisite in going to a foreign port, for
the lenson that the regulations do not
permit the Importations of arms uponthe isluud without a permit, and this
Captain Murphy did not have.
The con-ul issued a certificate, how¬

ever, stating his refusal and the reason
i hcrefor.
Tho Cötntnodore went down the river

about 8 o'clock, au officer from the rev¬
enue cutter lioutwell having been placed jon board to see that, no one should In-
taken on board wdtile going down the
river. Tho officer was instructed to leave
the boat tit the mouth of the river. It
is not believed that, the Commordore will
attempt to land its cargo at Cienfuegos,but will make a landing at some convc-
nicnt point along the Cuban const.
The steamer Three Friends arrived in

portly shortly after noon to-day from Kev
West, with Peter O. Knight, deputy col-
lector of customs tit Key West, on hoard.
Mr. Knight at once, reported to Collector
of Customs Bishce, and the latter, acting:
under the instructions from Washington,had nn officer from the Boutwell placed
on board. The boat will be held until it
shall be libeled by the district deputy,who was out of the city to day.

NOT JUST V ET.

The Arbitration Cannot ho Signed For
Some 'rime 'o Come.

Washington, Dec. :5l.The new treatybetween the United States and Gri
Britain, by which all differences betwi
the two countries for the next five y.-at¬
tire to be referred to arbitration will not
be signed at present Mr. Olney and SirJulian Pannccfote closed the negotiationsabout seventeen days ago and the filial
draft, was made and forwarded to Lord
Salisbury.
As it embodied all the features which

had been agreed upon during the'negotla-tions, no doubt was felt that a speedy approval would be given by Lord Salisburynnd that the slgnnature to the instru
ment thereupon would be affixed atWashington.

It was expected that the document
would be sh'ned coincident with tin-
new year, but this expectation will no-
be realized and the signatures, it is stat¬
ed, cannot possibly be affixed before the
end ol next month. The causes for the
delay cannot hi- stated, but tliev are
sufficient to defer the consumntion of tin-
treaty. In the meantime there is uo
reason to believe that the prospects of
ultimate agreement, are less favornbl
than they have been, the delay doubtless
beinu due to some unessential question,
as there is complete understanding on
all matei inl'qnestionr.

W\NT WKYLF.i: REMOVED.
Madrid, Dcc.31..Tho Imparoial to dayprints a violent article on the militarygovernment of Cuba and urges that Captain-General "Weylei be replaced by <'>n.

Azcarragara, the present Spanish mini;
ter of war. The Ileral do publishes an
article similar to that of the Iihparclal.and they caused a great sensation. Both
tsMies were seized by the police.

THIS BANK'S OFFICER
COMMITTED SUICIDE,

A Tragic Sequel to the Failure at
Selma,
-

the vice-president op the
ski.ma commercial national
panic Throws off his busi-
ness troubles by shooting
himself through the head.
ii is hank washeavily indebt¬
ed to northern and western
concerns.

Montgomery, Aln.,Dsc. 31..George B.
Wilkins, vice president of the Commer¬
cial National Dank, of Selma, whichfailed for $500,000 yesterday, committedsuicide by shooting himself through theliead in the Episcopal Church at Selma
at 4 "'l in k this morning. Ho bad been
vice-president of the bank and treasurer
of tin- church for thirty years and was
one of the best known men in the State, i

Wilkins was treasurer of the ISpiscopal idiocese of Alabama and a devoted church
member, in Iii.»- distress he sought refugein his church, where ho remained all
nigh:, and on the nppenranco of search- jing friends at. the church dour this morn¬
ing he tired the hallet into his brain. His
account with the hank are thought to be
till right and distress at the failure is as¬
cribed as the cause of his self destruc¬
tion.
New York, Dec. 81..The EveningPost to-day says:
.'Some very unpleasant stories were in

circulation this morning in connection
with the failure of the Commercial Hank
of Selma, Ala., which was announced
yesterday These rumors included talk
of the existence of some fraudulent, or
forged paper which it was said bad been
put out by the hank. So far as can be
ascertained "to-day, however, the onlyhasis for this report was the sale l>y the
vice-president of the hank, GeorgeWilkes, to a linn of foreign bankers in
tills city, of a draft in reichsmnrks,equivalent to about $10,000, which was

subsequently returned unpaid from Ger¬
man)'. The draft bore the endorsement,of course, of t he Selma bank, and'.whenit was returned unpaid the foreign bank¬
ers, it is said, obtained security for the
payni'-nt ol the draft, but what explana¬tion was given for the drawing and sale
of an unauthorized draft Is not known.

..Vice-President. Wilkins sold the draft
when he was 'just passing through the
town.' It was learned to-day that the
total amount in seven or eight banks in
this city to the credit of the Commercial
Hank, of Selma, exceeds $000,000, or
$150,000 more than the amount stated in
yesterday'- Host, and that the total
amount owing by the bank for borrowed
money in this city, Louisville, Cincinnati
and Chicago, is about $800,000. The
largest creditor in this city is the Na¬
tional City Hank, the amount owing to
it exceeding $100,000. All the bank- hold
collateral lor their loans, but, they are
considered of rather doubtful value un¬
der the constitution and law of Alabama,
which makes depositors of a bank pre¬ferred creditors. All banks in this city
to whom money is owing by the Selma
bank have been fully aware of its condi-
ion for the last t wo or three moot h- ami

iui re had a join: agent in Selma lookingafter their interests. Oue or two of the
banks, however, broke their agreementand precipitated the failure."

REFORMED HEM WAYS.

Gibraltar, Dee. ill..The American
steamship i.aurada, formerly engaged as
a filibuster from the United States to
Cuba and whose proposed landinir at Va¬
lencia, in Spain, caused apprehension of
an unfriendly demonstration, has arrived
here from Messina, laden with fruit. The
:. oirada took on coal and sailed for Hai¬
ti more without any friction with the in¬
habitants. The eao'ain stated that the
steamer had no arms or ammunition on
Ik iard.

Nothing would make a nicer Christmas
present than one of those handsome robes
at Farmers' Supply Company.
Some dealers sell a combination of coal

and slack. We sell them separately.Farmers' Supply Company.

OB SC 31 OTTO.

UUllJJül METHODS!
Smu« Olli Tllln« (.mot lor Voil flood

for Is LurgCAl Mock.Kuriert Ter um.

RICHMOND MUSIC CO.
O. T. JENNINGS, M'fi'r., Boanok«, V;».

EXISTENCE OF Ä
PAPER TRUST DENIED.

The Tariff Hearings the Scene of a

Controversy.
the MANUFACTURERS TRYING
TO CONCEAL the ALLEGED KX-

ISTENCE OF AN ENORMOUS com¬
BINATION.THE ^cha.rge 15
MADE BY A NEWPSAPER mana¬
ger, WHO SA YS TUM ONLY OB¬
ject 18 to raise Till'. PRICK OF
NEWS PAPER.

Washington, Dec, 31..The disputedexistence of 11 paper trust wits ti hone of
contention before the ways and menus
committee this afternoon and furnished
the most interesting episode of the tnriff
hearings up to tlnte. There was a warm
controversy between .lohn Norrts, the
busiuess innnagor <>i the New York
World, who attacked the alleged trust,and ex-Cohnrossmiiu William A. Russell,
of Massachusetts, who is reputed to be
at the head of the combination, and ex-
Senator Warner Miller, of Herktmor, X.
Y., who has large interests in papermanufacturing.
Mr. Norrie gave a detailed descriptionof wdiat he understood to he the purpose-,

of the trust. It was formeil by twenty
or twenty-live of the managers of the
largest mills in the country,he declared,
controllingu3 per cent, of the output of
white paper used for newspapers and
had for one of its objects the advance¬
ment of the price of the product from
the current rate of two cents a pound to
31-9 cents.

The combination had been first, talked of
at meetlmzs of the manufacturers held a
year and a half atro .and all its details
had been ntrrced upon by the paper men,
while the lawyers wete now engaged ill
drawing up the legal [papers^ which, he
had been informed, 'would bo perfectedwithin 7forty-eight hours. The agentswho would represent'thc trust in Lon¬
don. Xew York, Chicago and San Fran¬
cisco, had been selected and Mr. Russell
had been decided upon for the presidencyof the corporation. The result would
be Increased profits of four or five mil¬
lion- to the stockholders and a tax on
knowledge coining out of the pockets of
all citizen-. He suggested that publish¬
ers might start paper plants of their
own if the trust succeeded, .and while
milking no recommendations as to duties
said that Congress should take action
against the combination

Messrs. Russell and Miller denied ab¬
solutely the existence of a trust. They
said that the manufacturers of paper
had met a year and a half ago thinkingthat by means of a combination theymight reduce expenses a million and a
half a year by dispensing with many
agents and supplying all orders from the
nearcst|niills. This project, had failed be
cause of their inability to agree upon
valuations upon their plants. There was
now under consideration tin arrangehiont
by which all the mills would be repre¬
sented by the same agents, but Sir. Rus¬
sell and "Mr. Miller declared they had no
hope that it wouldjbe consummated and
In any event 'there hud been no talk
among the manufacturers of raising
prices.
Mr. Miller being asked by Mr. Norrls

whether the formation of the trust was
not being dolnyed hv the demand of the
American Manufacturing Company to be
appraised at («400,000, denied that this
was t he case.

walcott going abri IAD
Washington, Dec. 31..Senator Wol-

cott, of Colorado,'the chairman of the
Senate special committee to an ange for'
a bimetallic conference of the nations of
the world.is going abroad to confer with
European bimctnllists on the subject.
The purposes of his visit are known and
approved by President-elect McKinleyand his tri]) is made at the request, of his
associates on the Senatorial committee.

A FUGITIVE KILLED.
Raleigh, N. ('., Dee. I'd..A Seaboard

Air Line freight train parted near Max-
ton this morninc, the two sect ions coin¬
ing together later in a wreck. One man
was 'killed, a fugitive from justice
named .lohn Grecham, who was in one of
the cars Nobody else was hurt. Xear
Selnri this afternoon two freights of the
Southern railway collided, live ea ply eat s

being derailed and burned up. The llrc-
ninn was badly scalded.

Don't fail to examine our line of buggyrobes, liest in the city. Prices the verylowe-t. Fanners' Supply Company.
Farmers1 Supply Company, market

square, can furnish you any kind of coal
that you may desire.nice and clean.

For buggy, surry and wagon harness,
bridles, blankets, etc i;o to Partner's
Supply Company.

EX ABSOCIATKD PRJT8S TKLKOBAMS.ALL THE NEW!) UK TBE IVO«LI».

A HIGH BÄTE OF ...

[QMHEBCIÄL MORTALITY.
Bradstreet's Brief Report on the

Trade of 1896.
A LARGE NUMBER OF VERY BAI>
FAILURES THROUGHOUT TUB
COUNTRY DURING THE PAST
YEAR.TRADE DURING THB
WEEK HAS BEEN TU K DULLEST
OF THE YEAR.EXPORTS OP
FLOUR CON'l INUE HEAVY.

New York, Dor. 31..Bradsireet's on,Hut onlay will say:Geuernl trade has beon rather nwmquiet and this week proven one of thodullest of the dull season which has fol¬lowed the fortnight of revived demand
early in November. The uneasiness iastweek caused by Northwestern bank fail¬
ures is continud by similar embarrass¬
ment at Chicago and Minneapolis. Thesehank failures seem to be the outcome ofconditions originating in the banks and
not «lue to the situation of general trade.Unseasonable weather."the marking ofinventories and the customary absence ofdemand in wholesale lines have combinedto produce more than the usual holidaydullness. More favorable reports include
heavy exports of flour and general mer¬
chandise front Tacoma to China .and .la-
pan, the receipt at Chicago of a satisfac¬
tory amount of orders for dry [goods fcr
spring ilellvery and an increased total vol¬
ume of business tu I>>iMi among St. Louisshoe manufacturers and jobbers in drygoods as compared with 1805.
Exports of wheat. Hour included as

wheat, from both coasts of the UnitedStales amounts to 3,707,793 bushels as
compared with 2,111,000 bushels last
week, 3,457,000 bushels in the week it
year ago, 1,81 }.(»»»(» bushels two years ago,and withV.'.020,000 bushels in the corres¬
ponding week of 1803. Exports of Indian
corn this week amount to 2,656,094 bush¬els against 2,-ltlS,000 bushels last week.1,830,000 bushels In the week year ago,1)40,000 bushels two years ago, 815,000bushels three years ago, and as comparedwith 214,000 bushels in the lik.-? week of1602.

Total business failures In tie UnitedStates in IS'.Ki. In wliich the liabilities ex¬
ceed the ass-ts. number 15,112, an in¬
crease of Iti per cent, over 1805, when the
total increased \i percent., compared with1804, in which year failures tell off 18per
cent, from ls!Kl, when the total was i5,-58Ö, the largest on record. Total liabil¬
ities of those failing in 1800 amounted to$247,000,000, 55 percent, more than last
year ami ('>."> per cent, more than iu tho
year 1804, being exceeded oulv by the to¬
tal liabilities in the year 1893, $402,000,-000. The ratio of assets to liabilities
among those failing in 1800 wasOO per
cent..an evidence of an unusually highrate of mortality, which is exceeded onlyby the correspond!tie exhibit ?( 1SW5.
The commercial death rate was in 1800
1.4 per cent., by which is meant, that 1.4
per cent, of every li>i> individuals, llriUS
and corporations in business list yearfailed. This death rate was exceeded onlyby that hi lv'.'o. when it was L5; In 1HI15
the commercial death rate was 1.2% ami
in 1894 1.21 per cent.
There are 2,179 business failures re¬

ported from the Dominion of Canada for
1890, an increase of 301). The larger pitv-nortion of the gain is accounted for by an
increase of 130 business failures in On¬
tario ami 21 in the province of Quebecand 41 in Novln Scotia. The increase of
about 11 per cent. In number at business
Iuilures In the douiiniou is accompaniedby a gain of only 7 per cent, in aggregateliabilities. w hi.-It.in i S90 amoon fed to $10,20S,OÖi

ANOTHER RIDER OUT,
Washington, Dee 81..One more rider-

to-day surrendered his chances for a por¬tion of the prize money in the b'g siv
days international bicycle rare at Con¬
vention Hall. Chappolle, the English¬
man, was the latest who has proven un¬
able to keep up the terrific pace set bythe leaders. The closing score to night
was: Waller, ÖS'.: Maddox, 5S2.ll; As-
hinger, J582 I; Lawsou, 581.2; Huntet.580.0; Köster. ."> '.'¦>.'>.
Do you ride horseback.' You can seo

the 11nest line of .-addles ever brought to*
this city at Farmers' Supply Company.

IF YO HAVE A
cough get a bottle of?
Be o t t s Compound
Syrup of Horehound,
w i I d Cherry and
White Pine. It has.
cured othi rs and will

Twenty-five cents a ln>t-
MASSIE'S PHARMACY.
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I Piano &
i

* Ä

I Barqains! I
1 &* -

.*.-» *|. Sew Upright Piano.$200 |I Fancy Case Upri^tit,-$250 £
1 Fine Mahogany Upright, . $300 *
*/.
W Ami Many >tor«< Plmtlar
[J: HftrEnlnl at

Robbie $Kano Co.
9 -

»[J Sulil on Btuj Payment*, without
V Interest. A
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